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Tips for Carpooling

Advantages
Carpooling (or ridesharing) is a great way to:

� cut fuel costs;
� decrease emissions;
� get to know other people;
� reducecommutingtime by reducingvehicleson theroadandby travelingin highoccupancyvehicleor

HOV lanes (where available);
� increase parking availability at work and at church; and 
� take advantage of carpooling benefits your employer may offer.

(seehttp://www.commuterchoice.gov/employ/list_of_employers.htmfor a list of employerswho are
participating in the EPA's "Commuter Choice" program)

Organize, But Only a Bit
Carpoolingworks bestwhenit is well organized.Peoplewho arewilling to carpoolexpectto reachtheir
destinations and want to know when they will be picked up.

If you are doing this with co-workersto your workplace,or with any consistentgroup going to a
consistentlocation,very little organizingmaybeneeded.Onepersonneedsto taketheinitiative to setup
who will drive andhow often,whetherany moneywill be paid,theorderof pick up, etc.Oncethis is in
place, continual operation will not need much extra organizing.

Therearemanyridesharingandcarpoolingdatabasesavailableon theInternetthathelpwith finding other
peoplegoing in the samedirection. Try searchingfor "carpool" or "rideshare"and your stateon the
Internet.  You can also go to:

� http://www.carpoolconnect.com/
� http://www.tripshare.ca/
� http://www.carpoolworld.com/
� http://www.erideshare.com/

Anotherway to attractridersis to placea posterin yourcarwindow listing your commute.You mayprint
off the poster at the end of this document to use, or make your own.

A Word About Insurance
It is perfectlylegal to carpoolandyou mayacceptmoneyto drive someoneto work. But everyinsurance
companyand every statemay havedifferent laws and regulations.Make sureyou tell your insurance
companywhat you aredoing.Theremay be an increasein your premiums,but you will ensureall your
passengers are covered.

For example,someinsurancecompanieswill chargeyour 10-15%more if you are receivingmoneyto
drive someoneto work. This amountcanbefactoredinto theamountper trip thatyou charge.If everyone
takes a turn driving everyone else, and no one pays any money, your insurance company may simply want
to make a note of that on your file. This way, everyone is covered if you should ever have an accident.



Carpooling and Your Church
If you have problem with parking at your church, carpooling could solve your problem! Maybe you just
want to cut down on emissions. Carpooling can also be a tool for community building or for outreach and
witness.

A church carpool program will try to link people who are close geographically and who have space in
their car. The most effective church carpooling will have at least one person who will oversee the
program. They can receive requests and work to match people together. This person should also be
willing to receive concerns and re-assign people as necessary. There should always be the option for
anyone to stop carpooling if they find that it is not working. Decide whether any money will be
exchanged.  More than likely church members will be willing to share without asking for money.

A form with the following information can be used for sign up:
� Name of contact person
� Address
� Phone
� Email
� Location from church to home
� Number of people in family
� Do you own a car and am willing to add others to it?
� Number of spaces available
� Do you attend church on a regular basis
� Time usually arrive at church

There is an example form at the end of this document that you can use directly or modify as needed.

Place announcements in your church bulletin or newsletter, and put up posters around your church.
Mention your reason for doing carpooling (loving our neighbors by reducing pollution, lack of parking,
build community, etc.) and encourage those who can and are interested to sign up. Tell people about the
benefits of carpooling, but also tell them to talk with their insurance company. (All of this could be done
in an Adult Education session that also utilizes the other resources on the website.) Carpooling can also
be done for other church meetings, including committees, youth events, etc.

This information is provided by EEN as a resource for churches. Please see the WWJDrive web site for
more information: www.whatwouldjesusdrive.org/resources/church/

Contact EEN:  een@creationcare.org ~ 202-554-1955 ~ 10 E. Lancaster Ave, Wynnewood, PA, 19096



Carpool Sign Up Form
Name of Contact person: ______________________________

Address: ___________________________________________

Phone: ______________________

Email: _____________________________________________

Location from church to home:   N   NE   E   SE   S   SW   W   NW

Number of people in family: ___________

Own a car and am willing to add others to it: ____ Yes ____ No

Number of spaces available: __________

Attend church regularly: ____ Yes ____ No

Time usually arrive at church: __________
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Carpool Route :  
 
  From:  _ _________________To :  _____________________ _  
 
  Number  o f  S eats Available:  _______  
 

Commuting Times: 
 
  S t a r t  T i me:  ___________ Flex ible by  ____ minutes 
 
  F inish Time:  ___________ Flex ible by  ____ minutes 
 

Contac t  In fo :  
 
  N ame(s):_________________________________________ _  
 
  T e lephone:  _ ______________________________________ _  
 
  E - Mail:  _ _ ________________________________________ _  
 
      
  Please Remove N ot ice By :_____________  
 
 
                                  Complimen ts  o f  

Carpoolers 
Wanted! 


